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IMAGE PROCESSING DEVICE, IMAGE
PROCESSING METHOD, PROGRAM, AND
ELECTRONIC DEVICE FOR DETECTING A
SKIN REGION OF A SUBJECT

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of U.S. applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/017,577 filed on Jan. 31, 2011, which claims
priority to Japanese Priority Patent Application JP 2010-
022814 filed in the Japan Patent Office on Feb. 4, 2010, the
entire content of which is hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present application relates to an image processing
device, an image processing method, a program, and an elec-
tronic device, and particularly to an image processing device,
an image processing method, a program, and an electronic
device that are suitable foruse in extracting a skin region from
a pickup image obtained by imaging a user, for example.

There is a skin recognition system that detects (recognizes)
a skin region representing the skin of a human from a pickup
image obtained by imaging a subject (see Yasuhiro Suzuki et
al., IEEJ Transactions on Electronics, Information and Sys-
tems (proposition of a near-infrared multi-band skin detec-
tion method), Japan, 2007, Vol. 127, No. 4, for example).

In this skin recognition system, an LED (light emitting
diode) forirradiating the subject with light of a wavelength A1
(for example a near-infrared ray of 870 [nm]) and an LED for
irradiating the subject with light of a wavelength A2 (for
example a near-infrared ray of 950 [nm]) different from the
wavelength A1 are made to emit light alternately.

Incidentally, the combination of the wavelengths A1 and A2
is for example a combination such that the reflectance when
the skin of a human is irradiated with light of the wavelength
A1 is higher than the reflectance when the skin of the human
is irradiated with light of the wavelength A2 and such that the
reflectance when a thing other than the skin of a human is
irradiated with light of the wavelength A1 is substantially the
same as the reflectance when the thing is irradiated with light
of the wavelength A2.

In the skin recognition system, a first pickup image is
picked up when the LED for applying light of the wavelength
A irradiates the subject with light of the wavelength A1.

In addition, a second pickup image is picked up when the
LED for applying light of the wavelength A2 irradiates the
subject with light of the wavelength A2.

Then, on the basis of the first pickup image and the second
pickup image, a skin region is detected from one of the first
pickup image and the second pickup image.

That is, as described above, a combination such that the
reflectance when the skin of a human is irradiated with light of
the wavelength A1 is higher than the reflectance when the skin
of the human is irradiated with light of the wavelength A2 is
adopted as combination of the wavelengths A1 and A2.

Thus, the luminance values of pixels forming the skin
region in the first pickup image are relatively high values, and
the luminance values of pixels forming the skin region in the
second pickup image are relatively low values. Therefore
difference values between the luminance values of the pixels
forming the skin region in the first pickup image and the
second pickup image are relatively high values.

Inaddition, as described above, a combination such that the
reflectance when a thing other than the skin of a human is
irradiated with light of the wavelength A1 is substantially the
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same as the reflectance when the thing other than the skin of
a human is irradiated with light of the wavelength A2 is
adopted as combination of the wavelengths A1 and A2.

Thus, the luminance values of pixels forming a region other
than the skin region in the first pickup image are substantially
the same as the luminance values of pixels forming the region
other than the skin region in the second pickup image. There-
fore difference values between the luminance values of the
pixels forming the region other than the skin region in the first
pickup image and the second pickup image are relatively low
values.

Hence, in the skin recognition system, for example, a
region corresponding to relatively high difference values can
be detected as skin region.

SUMMARY

In the above-described skin recognition system, the differ-
ence values in the skin region in the first pickup image and the
second pickup image can be substantially the same values as
the difference values in the non-skin region (region other than
the skin region) due to noise occurring in the first pickup
image and the second pickup image, variation in amount of
irradiation light of each LED, and the like.

In this case, accuracy of detection of the skin region is
greatly decreased because the skin recognition system detects
(determines) whether a region corresponding to difference
values is a skin region or a non-skin region according to the
magnitude of the difference values.

Accordingly, in order to prevent the accuracy of detection
of'the skin region from being decreased, the difference values
in the skin region need to be sufficiently higher than the
difference values in the non-skin region.

However, depending on a distance from the skin recogni-
tion system to the subject, the difference values in the skin
region cannot be made sufficiently higher than the difference
values in the non-skin region in some cases, and a detectable
range in which the skin region can be detected with high
accuracy may be limited.

Accordingly, it is conceivable that the detectable range
may be extended by increasing the gain of a camera for
picking up images of the subject so that the difference values
in the skin region in the first pickup image and the second
pickup image are sufficiently higher than the difference val-
ues in the non-skin region.

In addition, when the amount of irradiation light of each
LED s less than an amount of irradiation light with which the
skin region can be detected with high accuracy, it is conceiv-
able that the gain of the camera may be increased to compen-
sate for a shortage of the amount of irradiation light of each
LED, and that the skin region of the subject may then be
detected.

However, when the gain is increased ignoring outside light
such as sunlight and light produced by lighting (an incandes-
cent light or a fluorescent light) and the like, saturation caused
by a camera (overexposure or the like) occurs, so that the skin
region cannot be detected with high accuracy.

The present application has been made in view of such
situations. It is desirable to adjust the gain of a camera and the
like according to outside light such as sunlight and light
produced by lighting and the like, and detect a skin region
with high accuracy.

According to an embodiment, there is provided an image
processing device for detecting a skin region representing a
skin ofa subject from a pickup image obtained by imaging the
subject, the image processing device including: first irradiat-
ing means for irradiating the subject with light of a first
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wavelength; second irradiating means for irradiating the sub-
ject with light of a second wavelength different from the first
wavelength; image pickup means for imaging the subject;
adjusting means for adjusting a parameter of the image
pickup means within a range in which a skin detectable con-
dition for detecting the skin region is satisfied on a basis of an
outside light image obtained by imaging the subject by the
image pickup means in a state of the subject not being irra-
diated with light of the first wavelength or light of the second
wavelength; and skin detecting means for detecting the skin
region on a basis of a first pickup image obtained by imaging
the subject when the subject is irradiated with light of the first
wavelength by the image pickup means having the parameter
adjusted by the adjusting means and a second pickup image
obtained by imaging the subject when the subject is irradiated
with light of the second wavelength by the image pickup
means having the parameter adjusted by the adjusting means.

The adjusting means can adjust the parameter of the image
pickup means within a range in which the skin detectable
condition that a luminance value of a pixel forming the out-
side light image be equal to or lower than half of a maximum
luminance value that can be obtained by imaging of the image
pickup means is satisfied.

The adjusting means can adjust the parameter of the image
pickup means within a range in which the skin detectable
condition that the luminance value of the pixel forming the
outside light image be half of the maximum luminance value
that can be obtained by imaging of the image pickup means is
satisfied.

The adjusting means can adjust the parameter of the image
pickup means on a basis of an average value of luminance
values of pixels forming the outside light image.

The adjusting means can adjust the parameter of the image
pickup means on a basis of a luminance value of a maximum
number of pixels among luminance values of pixels forming
the outside light image.

The adjusting means can adjust the parameter of the image
pickup means on a basis of a luminance value of a pixel when
a luminance integration count obtained by performing inte-
gration starting with a pixel having a low luminance value
becomes a predetermined value among luminance values of
pixels forming the outside light image.

The adjusting means can adjust at least one of a gain of the
image pickup means, receiving sensitivity, and light reception
time as the parameter of the image pickup means.

The first irradiating means and the second irradiating
means can apply infrared rays of respective different wave-
lengths.

One of the first irradiating means and the second irradiating
means can apply light of a wavelength equal to or more than
930 [nm], and the other can apply light of less than 930 [nm].

According to an embodiment, there is provided an image
processing method of an image processing device for detect-
ing a skin region representing a skin of'a subject from a pickup
image obtained by imaging the subject, the image processing
device including first irradiating means, second irradiating
means, image pickup means, adjusting means, and skin
detecting means, the image processing method including the
steps of: the first irradiating means irradiating the subject with
light of a first wavelength; the second irradiating means irra-
diating the subject with light of a second wavelength different
from the first wavelength; the image pickup means imaging
the subject; the adjusting means adjusting a parameter of the
image pickup means within a range in which a skin detectable
condition for detecting the skin region is satisfied on a basis of
an outside light image obtained by imaging the subject by the
image pickup means in a state of the subject not being irra-
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diated with light of the first wavelength or light of the second
wavelength; and the skin detecting means detecting the skin
region on a basis of a first pickup image obtained by imaging
the subject when the subject is irradiated with light of the first
wavelength by the image pickup means having the parameter
adjusted by the adjusting means and a second pickup image
obtained by imaging the subject when the subject is irradiated
with light of the second wavelength by the image pickup
means having the parameter adjusted by the adjusting means.

According to an embodiment, there is provided a program
for making a computer function as: adjusting means for
adjusting a parameter of image pickup means within a range
in which a skin detectable condition for detecting a skin
region representing a skin of a subject is satisfied on a basis of
an outside light image obtained by imaging the subject by the
image pickup means in a state of the subject not being irra-
diated with light of a first wavelength or light of a second
wavelength different from the first wavelength; and skin
detecting means for detecting the skin region on a basis of a
first pickup image obtained by imaging the subject when the
subject is irradiated with light of the first wavelength by the
image pickup means having the parameter adjusted by the
adjusting means and a second pickup image obtained by
imaging the subject when the subject is irradiated with light of
the second wavelength by the image pickup means having the
parameter adjusted by the adjusting means.

According to an embodiment, there is provided an elec-
tronic device including an image processing device for
detecting a skin region representing a skin of a subject from a
pickup image obtained by imaging the subject, wherein the
image processing device includes: first irradiating means for
irradiating the subject with light of a first wavelength; second
irradiating means for irradiating the subject with light of a
second wavelength different from the first wavelength; image
pickup means for imaging the subject; adjusting means for
adjusting a parameter of the image pickup means within a
range in which a skin detectable condition for detecting the
skin region is satisfied on a basis of an outside light image
obtained by imaging the subject by the image pickup means in
a state of the subject not being irradiated with light of the first
wavelength or light of the second wavelength; and skin
detecting means for detecting the skin region on a basis of a
first pickup image obtained by imaging the subject when the
subject is irradiated with light of the first wavelength by the
image pickup means having the parameter adjusted by the
adjusting means and a second pickup image obtained by
imaging the subject when the subject is irradiated with light of
the second wavelength by the image pickup means having the
parameter adjusted by the adjusting means.

According to an embodiment, a parameter of image pickup
means is adjusted within a range in which a skin detectable
condition for detecting a skin region representing a skin of a
subject is satisfied on a basis of an outside light image
obtained by imaging the subject by the image pickup means in
a state of the subject not being irradiated with light of a first
wavelength or light of a second wavelength different from the
first wavelength, and the skin region is detected on a basis of
afirst pickup image obtained by imaging the subject when the
subject is irradiated with light of the first wavelength by the
image pickup means having the parameter adjusted and a
second pickup image obtained by imaging the subject when
the subject is irradiated with light of the second wavelength
by the image pickup means having the parameter adjusted.

According to the present application, a gain of a camera
and the like are adjusted according to outside light such as
sunlight and light produced by lighting and the like, and
therefore a skin region can be detected with high accuracy.



US 9,117,114 B2

5

Additional features and advantages are described herein,
and will be apparent from the following Detailed Description
and the figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of consti-
tution of an information processing system to which the
present application is applied;

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a spectral
reflection characteristic of the skin of a human;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an example of detailed
constitution of an image processing device;

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a first example of a histogram
of luminance values of pixels forming an outside light image;

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an example of processes
performed by a calculating section and a binarizing section;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of assistance in explaining an adjust-
ing process performed by the image processing device;

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a second example of a histo-
gram of luminance values of pixels forming an outside light
image;

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a third example of a histogram
of luminance values of pixels forming an outside light image;
and

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing an example of configu-
ration of a computer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present application will be described
below in detail with reference to the drawings.

The mode for carrying out the application (which mode
will hereinafter be referred to as a present embodiment) will
hereinafter be described. Incidentally, description will be
made in the following order.

1. Present Embodiment (Example of Adjusting Gain of Cam-
era on Basis of Average [.uminance of Outside Light Image)
2. Examples of Modification

1. Present Embodiment

Example of Constitution of Information Processing
System 1

FIG. 1 shows an example of constitution of an information
processing system 1 according to the present embodiment.

The information processing system 1 performs a predeter-
mined process according to a gesture (or a posture) using a
hand of a user. The information processing system 1 includes
a light emitting device 21, a camera 22, and an image pro-
cessing device 23.

In order to make the information processing system 1 per-
form a predetermined process, the user changes the shape of
a hand of the user in front of a lens of the camera 22.

At this time, the information processing system 1 recog-
nizes the shape of the hand of the user, and performs the
predetermined process in response to a result of the recogni-
tion.

Incidentally, suppose in the present embodiment that the
user changes the shape of a hand in front of the lens of the
camera 22, and that the user puts a hand of the user to a
position closer to the lens of the camera 22 than a face, a chest
or the like of the user and makes a gesture (posture).

The light emitting device 21 includes an LED 2141 and an
LED 21a2 for applying (emitting) light of a wavelength A1
(for example a near-infrared ray of 870 [nm]) and an LED
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2151 and an LED 2152 for applying light of a wavelength A2
(for example a near-infrared ray of 950 [nm]) different from
the wavelength A1.

Incidentally, in the following description, the LED 214l
and the LED 2142 will be referred to simply as an LED 21a
when the LED 2141 and the LED 2142 do not need to be
distinguished from each other, and the LED 2151 and the
LED 2152 will be referred to simply as an LED 215 when the
LED 2141 and the LED 21562 do not need to be distinguished
from each other.

The light emitting device 21 makes the LED 214 and the
LED 215 emit light alternately, for example, according to
control from the image processing device 23.

The LED 21a and the LED 215 emit light alternately, for
example, such that corresponding pixels of pickup images
obtained by image pickup of the camera 22 when a subject
having a same reflectance at the wavelengths A1 and A2 (for
example a mirror surface or the like with a reflectance of
100%) is irradiated with light of the wavelength A1 and irra-
diated with light of the wavelength A.2 have a same luminance
value.

A combination of the wavelength A1 of the LED 21a and
the wavelength A2 of the LED 215 is for example a combi-
nation such that the reflectance when the skin of a human is
irradiated with light of the wavelength A1 is higher than the
reflectance when the skin of the human is irradiated with light
of the wavelength A2 and such that the reflectance when a
thing other than the skin of a human is irradiated with light of
the wavelength A1 is substantially the same as the reflectance
when the thing is irradiated with light of the wavelength A2.
That is, this combination is determined on the basis of a
spectral reflection characteristic of the skin of a human.

Next, FIG. 2 shows a spectral reflection characteristic of
the skin of a human.

Incidentally, this spectral reflection characteristic is uni-
versal irrespective of differences in color between the skins of
humans (racial differences), states (suntans), or the like.

In FIG. 2, an axis of abscissas indicates the wavelength of
irradiation light with which the skin of a human is irradiated,
and an axis of ordinates indicates the reflectance of the irra-
diation light with which the skin of the human is irradiated.

It is known that the reflectance of irradiation light with
which the skin of a human is irradiated peaks around 800
[nm], sharply decreases from about 900 [nm], has a minimum
value around 1000 [nm], and rises again.

Specifically, for example, as shown in FIG. 2, the reflec-
tance of reflected light obtained by irradiating the skin of a
human with light of 870 [nm] is 63%, and the reflectance of
reflected light obtained by irradiating the skin of a human
with light of 950 [nm] is 50%.

This is specific to the skin of a human. The reflectance of an
object (for example hair, clothes or the like) other than the
skin of a human often changes gently in a range of about 800
to 1000 [nm].

In the present embodiment, a combination in which the
wavelength A1 is set at 870 [nm] and the wavelength A2 is set
at 950 [nm], for example, is adopted as a combination of the
wavelength A1 and the wavelength A2 in the above-described
spectral reflection characteristic. This combination is such
that a difference in reflectance corresponding to the skin of'a
human is relatively large and such that a difference in reflec-
tance corresponding to a part other than the skin of a human
is relatively small.

Returning to FIG. 1, the camera 22 receives reflected light
of'outside light with which a subject is irradiated and reflected
light of light having the wavelength A1 with which light the
subject is irradiated by the LED 21a. The camera 22 supplies
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a first pickup image obtained as a result of the light reception
to the image processing device 23.

In addition, the camera 22 receives the reflected light of the
outside light with which the subject is irradiated and reflected
light of light having the wavelength A2 with which light the
subject is irradiated by the LED 215. The camera 22 supplies
a second pickup image obtained as a result of the light recep-
tion to the image processing device 23.

Further, the camera 22 receives the reflected light of the
outside light with which the subject is irradiated, and supplies
an outside light image obtained as a result of the light recep-
tion to the image processing device 23.

The image processing device 23 controls the light emitting
device 21 and the camera 22. Specifically, the image process-
ing device 23 performs an adjusting process of adjusting the
gain of the camera 22 and amounts of irradiation light of the
LED 21a and the LED 215 in the light emitting device 21 on
the basis of the outside light image and the like from the
camera 22. Incidentally, details of the adjusting process will
be described later with reference to a flowchart of FIG. 6.

In addition, the image processing device 23 calculates dif-
ference values between the luminance values of correspond-
ing pixels in the first and second pickup images supplied from
the camera 22, and detects a skin region in the first pickup
image (or the second pickup image) on the basis of the cal-
culated difference values.

Then, the image processing device 23 recognizes the shape
of ahand of a user or the like on the basis of the detected skin
region, and performs a predetermined process in response to
a result of the recognition.

Example of Constitution of Image Processing Device
23

Next, FIG. 3 shows an example of constitution of the image
processing device 23.

The image processing device 23 includes a controlling
section 41, a calculating section 42, and a binarizing section
43.

The controlling section 41 controls the light emitting
device 21 and the camera 22 to make the camera 22 pick up an
image of a subject in a state of each of the LED 214« and the
LED 215 being off, and make the camera 22 supply an outside
light image obtained by the image pickup to the controlling
section 41.

The controlling section 41 generates a histogram of lumi-
nance values of pixels forming the outside light image from
the camera 22, and adjusts the gain of the camera 22 on the
basis of the generated histogram.

Specifically, for example, on the basis of the generated
histogram, the controlling section 41 adjusts the gain of the
camera 22 within a range where a skin region can be detected
with high accuracy even with noise occurring in the first and
second pickup images, variations in the amounts of irradia-
tion light of the LED 21a and the LED 215, and the like
without the camera 22 being saturated (overexposure or the
like).

Next, FIG. 4 shows an example of a histogram generated by
the controlling section 41.

In FIG. 4, an axis of abscissas indicates luminance values,
and an axis of ordinates indicates total numbers of pixels
having the luminance values on the axis of abscissas in an
outside light image. Incidentally, suppose that the camera 22
generates images represented by 28 (=256) gradations by
image pickup. The axis of abscissas therefore indicates values
of 0 to 255 as luminance values.
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The controlling section 41 generates a histogram as shown
in FIG. 4 on the basis of the outside light image from the
camera 22, and calculates a luminance average value indicat-
ing an average value of the luminance values of pixels form-
ing the outside light image on the basis of the generated
histogram.

Then, for example, on the basis of the calculated luminance
average value, the controlling section 41 adjusts the gain of
the camera 22 within a range where a skin region can be
detected with high accuracy, or specifically within a range
where the calculated luminance average value is equal to or
less than half of a maximum luminance value that can be
obtained by image pickup of the camera 22, for example.

Preferably, the controlling section 41 adjusts the gain of the
camera 22 so that the calculated luminance average value
becomes a luminance value half the maximum luminance
value that can be assumed in the outside light image.

Specifically, as shown in FIG. 4, for example, when the
controlling section 41 calculates a luminance average value
of 165 (represented by a thick vertical line in FIG. 4), the
controlling section 41 adjusts the gain so that the luminance
average value of 165 becomes a luminance value of 127
(represented by a thick dotted line in FIG. 4), which is halfthe
maximum luminance value of 255 that can be obtained by
image pickup of the camera 22.

After adjusting the gain, the controlling section 41 controls
the LED 214 and the LED 215 of the light emitting device 21
to make the LED 214 and the LED 215 emit light alternately.
In addition, the controlling section 41 controls the camera 22
to make the camera 22 pick up an image of a subject and
supply a first pickup image and a second pickup image
obtained by the image pickup to the calculating section 42.

Further, the controlling section 41 controls the calculating
section 42 and the binarizing section 43 to make the calculat-
ing section 42 and the binarizing section 43 detect a skin
region on the basis of the first pickup image and the second
pickup image.

When the controlling section 41 obtains a detection result
indicating that a skin region can be detected as a skin region
detection result from the binarizing section 43, the controlling
section 41 adjusts the amounts of irradiation light of the LED
21a and the LED 215 to be minimum necessary amounts of
irradiation light with which the skin region can be detected
with high accuracy, by decreasing the amounts of irradiation
light of the LED 21a and the LED 214.

In addition, when the controlling section 41 obtains a
detection result indicating that the skin region cannot be
detected as a skin region detection result from the binarizing
section 43 because the detection of the skin region has been
rendered impossible by excessively decreasing the amounts
of irradiation light of the LED 21a and the LED 215, the
controlling section 41 adjusts the gain of the camera 22 to be
higher than the present gain so that the skin region can be
detected.

After adjusting the gain of the camera 22 and the amounts
ofirradiation light of the LED 214 and the LED 215, in order
to perform a process based on the skin region detection result,
the controlling section 41 controls the calculating section 42
and the binarizing section 43 to make the calculating section
42 and the binarizing section 43 detect the skin region on the
basis of the first pickup image and the second pickup image.

The controlling section 41 then performs a process based
on the skin region detection result from the binarizing section
43. Specifically, for example, the controlling section 41 rec-
ognizes a gesture or a posture of the user on the basis of the
detection result from the binarizing section 43, and performs
aprocess corresponding to the recognized gesture or the like.
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The calculating section 42 smoothes the first pickup image
and the second pickup image from the camera 22 using an
LPF (low-pass filter). Then, the calculating section 42 calcu-
lates difference values between the first pickup image and the
second pickup image after being smoothed, and supplies a
difference image formed by pixels having the calculated dif-
ference values as pixel values to the binarizing section 43.

The binarizing section 43 binarizes the difference image
from the calculating section 42, detects a skin region in the
first pickup image (or the second pickup image) on the basis
of'a binarized skin image obtained as a result of the binariza-
tion, and supplies a result of the detection to the controlling
section 41.

Next, FIG. 5 shows details of the processes performed by
the calculating section 42 and the binarizing section 43.

The calculating section 42 is supplied from the camera 22
with a first pickup image 61 including a skin region 61a and
a non-skin region 615 (region other than the skin region 61a)
and a second pickup image 62 including a skin region 62a and
a non-skin region 625 (region other than the skin region 62a).

The calculating section 42 smoothes the first pickup image
61 and the second pickup image 62 supplied from the camera
22 using an LPF. Then, the calculating section 42 calculates
difference values between the luminance values of corre-
sponding pixels of the first pickup image 61 after being
smoothed and the second pickup image 62 after being
smoothed, generates a difference image 63 having the differ-
ence values as pixel values, and supplies the difference image
63 to the binarizing section 43.

The binarizing section 43 subjects the difference image 63
from the calculating section 42 to binarization, which sets
pixel values equal to or higher than a binarizing threshold
value used for the binarization among the pixel values of the
pixels forming the difference image 63 to one and which sets
pixel values lower than the binarizing threshold value among
the pixel values of the pixels forming the difference image 63
to zero.

Noise occurring in the first pickup image and the second
pickup image, variations in the amounts of irradiation light of
the LED 21a and the LED 215, or the like needs to be pre-
vented from causing the pixel values of pixels forming the
skin region 63a in the difference image 63 and the pixel
values of pixels forming the non-skin region 634 in the dif-
ference image 63 to be similar values, which renders accurate
binarization impossible.

Thus, the gain of the camera 22, the amounts of irradiation
light of the LED 214 and the LED 215, or the like is adjusted
so that the pixel values of the pixels forming the skin region
63 in the difference image 63 are equal to or higher than a
skin detection enabling value (value sufficiently higher than
the pixel values of the pixels forming the non-skin region 635
in the difference image 63) enabling the detection of the skin
region with high accuracy, that is, so that the skin region can
be detected with high accuracy.

Because the skin region 63a in the difference image 63 is
formed by pixels having the difference values between the
skin region 61a and the skin region 62a as pixel values, the
pixel values of the pixels forming the skin region 63a are
relatively high values.

Because the non-skin region 635 in the difference image 63
is formed by pixels having the difference values between the
non-skin region 615 and the non-skin region 625 as pixel
values, the pixel values of the pixels forming the non-skin
region 635 are relatively low values.

Therefore the binarization performed by the binarizing
section 43 converts the difference image 63 into a binarized
skin image 64 including a skin region 64« in which the pixel
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values of the pixels forming the skin region 634 are converted
to one and a non-skin region 645 in which the pixel values of
the pixels forming the non-skin region 635 are converted to
Zero.

The binarizing section 43 then supplies the skin region 64a
in the binarized skin image 64 obtained by the binarization to
the controlling section 41 together with a detection result
indicating that the skin of the subject can be detected.

Incidentally, when the skin region 64a is not present in the
binarized skin image 64 obtained by the binarization, that is,
when the skin of the subject cannot be detected, the binarizing
section 43 supplies a detection result indicating that the skin
of'the subject cannot be detected to the controlling section 41.
Details of Adjusting Process Performed by Image Processing
Device 23

The adjusting process performed by the image processing
device 23 will next be described with reference to a flowchart
of FIG. 6.

In step S1, the controlling section 41 controls the light
emitting device 21 and the camera 22 to make the camera 22
pick up an image of a subject in a state of the LED 21a and the
LED 215 ofthe light emitting device 21 being off, and obtains
an outside light image obtained by the image pickup from the
camera 22.

In step S2, for example, the controlling section 41 gener-
ates a histogram on the basis of the outside light image from
the camera 22, and calculates a luminance average value of
luminance values of pixels forming the outside light image on
the basis of the generated histogram.

The controlling section 41 then adjusts the gain of the
camera 22 on the basis of the calculated luminance average
value so that the calculated luminance average value is equal
to or lower than half the maximum luminance value that can
be obtained by the image pickup of the camera 22.

Preferably, the controlling section 41 adjusts the gain of the
camera 22 so that the calculated luminance average value is a
luminance value half the maximum luminance value that can
be obtained by the image pickup of the camera 22.

In step S3, the controlling section 41 controls the light
emitting device 21 and the camera 22 to make the camera 22
pickup an image of the subjectin a state of the LED 21a of the
LED 21a and the LED 215 being on and supply a first pickup
image obtained by the image pickup to the calculating section
42.

In addition, the controlling section 41 controls the light
emitting device 21 and the camera 22 to make the camera 22
pickup an image of the subjectin a state of the LED 215 of the
LED 21a and the LED 215 being on and supply a second
pickup image obtained by the image pickup to the calculating
section 42.

The calculating section 42 thereby obtains the first pickup
image and the second pickup image from the camera 22.

In step S4, the calculating section 42 and the binarizing
section 43 attempt to detect a skin region in the first pickup
image (or the second pickup image) on the basis of the first
pickup image and the second pickup image obtained by the
image pickup of the camera 22.

Specifically, for example, the calculating section 42
smoothes the first pickup image and the second pickup image
from the camera 22 using an LPF. Then, the calculating sec-
tion 42 calculates difference values between the first pickup
image and the second pickup image after being smoothed,
and supplies a difference image formed by pixels having the
calculated difference values as pixel values to the binarizing
section 43.

The binarizing section 43 binarizes the difference image
from the calculating section 42, and attempts to detect a skin
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region in the first pickup image (second pickup image) on the
basis of a binarized skin image obtained as a result of the
binarization.

Then, the binarizing section 43 supplies a detection result
indicating whether a skin region can be detected to the con-
trolling section 41.

In step S5, the controlling section 41 determines whether a
skin region can be detected on the basis of the detection result
from the binarizing section 43. When the controlling section
41 determines that a skin region cannot be detected, the con-
trolling section 41 advances the process to step S6.

In step S6, the controlling section 41 determines whether
the gain adjusted in previous step S2 is a maximum gain to
which adjustment can be made. When the controlling section
41 determines that the gain adjusted in previous step S2 is not
the maximum gain, the controlling section 41 advances the
process to step S7.

In step S7, the controlling section 41 controls the camera
22 to adjust the gain of the camera 22 to be higher than the
gain set at present. The process then returns to step S3, where
the calculating section 42 obtains a new first pickup image
and a new second pickup image obtained by image pickup of
the camera 22 after the gain is adjusted. A similar process is
thereafter performed.

When the controlling section 41 determines in step S6 that
the gain adjusted in previous step S2 is the maximum gain to
which adjustment can be made, the gain cannot be adjusted to
be higher. Therefore the controlling section 41 advances the
process to step S8.

In step S8, the controlling section 41 controls the light
emitting device 21 to initialize the amounts of irradiation light
of'the LED 214 and the LED 215 to a predetermined value,
and returns the process to step S1 to repeat the adjusting
process.

That is, when the process is advanced to step S8, it is
considered that a skin region cannot be detected because the
amounts of irradiation light of the LED 21a and the LED 215
have been decreased too much in step S10 to be described
later. Thus, the amounts of irradiation light of the LED 21a
and the LED 215 are initialized to a predetermined value, and
the adjusting process is repeated.

When the controlling section 41 determines in step S5 that
a skin region can be detected on the basis of the detection
result from the binarizing section 43, on the other hand, the
controlling section 41 advances the process to step S9. Inci-
dentally, in this case, the binarizing section 43 has supplied
the generated binarized skin image and the difference image
from the calculating section 42 to the controlling section 41
together with the detection result indicating that a skin region
can be detected.

In step S9, the controlling section 41 determines whether
the amounts of irradiation light of the LED 214 and the LED
215 are a minimum amount of irradiation light necessary to
detect a skin region on the basis of the binarized skin image
and the difference image from the binarizing section 43.

Specifically, for example, on the basis of the binarized skin
image from the binarizing section 43, the controlling section
41 extracts a skin region corresponding to a skin region (re-
gion formed by pixels having a pixel value of one, for
example) in the binarized skin image from the difference
image from the binarizing section 43.

Then, the controlling section 41 determines that the
amounts of irradiation light of the LED 21a and the LED 215
are the minimum necessary amount of irradiation light when
the pixel values of pixels forming the extracted skin region in
the difference image are substantially equal to a skin detec-
tion enabling value (a value sufficiently higher than the pixel
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values of pixels forming a non-skin region in the difference
image from the calculating section 42). When the pixel values
of the pixels forming the extracted skin region in the differ-
ence image are higher than the skin detection enabling value,
the controlling section 41 determines that the amounts of
irradiation light of the LED 214 and the LED 215 are not the
minimum necessary amount of irradiation light.

Specifically, for example, the controlling section 41 deter-
mines that the amounts of irradiation light of the LED 21a and
the LED 215 are the minimum necessary amount of irradia-
tion light when an average value of the pixel values of the
pixels forming the extracted skin region in the difference
image is substantially equal to the skin detection enabling
value. The controlling section 41 determines that the amounts
of irradiation light of the LED 21a and the LED 215 are not
the minimum necessary amount of irradiation light when the
average value of the pixel values of the pixels forming the
extracted skin region in the difference image is higher than the
skin detection enabling value.

When the controlling section 41 determines in step S9 that
the amounts of irradiation light of the LED 214 and the LED
21b are not the minimum amount of irradiation light neces-
sary to detect the skin region, the controlling section 41
advances the process to step S10.

In step S10, the controlling section 41 controls the light
emitting device 21 to adjust the amounts ofirradiation light of
the LED 214 and the LED 215 to be the minimum amount of
irradiation light necessary to detect the skin region by
decreasing the amounts of irradiation light of the LED 21a
and the LED 215.

That is, for example, the controlling section 41 adjusts the
amounts of irradiation light of the LED 21a and the LED 215
so that the luminance values of pixels forming the skin region
in the first pickup image and the second pickup image
obtained by image pickup of the camera 22 are minimum
necessary luminance values enabling the skin region to be
detected with high accuracy, that is, so that the average value
of'the pixel values of the pixels forming the skin region in the
difference image is substantially equal to the skin detection
enabling value.

After completing the process of step S10, the controlling
section 41 returns the process to step S3. In step S3, the
calculating section 42 obtains a first pickup image and a
second pickup image obtained from the camera 22 in
response to the turning on of the LED 21« and the LED 215
whose amounts of irradiation light have been adjusted. A
similar process is thereafter performed.

Incidentally, the controlling section 41 ends the adjusting
process when the controlling section 41 determines in step S9
that the amounts of irradiation light of the LED 214 and the
LED 2154 are the minimum amount of irradiation light nec-
essary to detect the skin region.

As described above, in the adjusting process, for example,
the controlling section 41 adjusts the gain of the camera 22 so
that a luminance average value of luminance values of pixels
forming an outside light image is a luminance value half the
maximum luminance value that can be obtained by the image
pickup of the camera 22.

In this case, the controlling section 41 adjusts the gain of
the camera 22 to a maximum within a range where the skin
region can be detected with high accuracy, or specifically
within a range where the calculated luminance average value
is equal to or lower than half of the maximum luminance
value that can be obtained by the image pickup of the camera
22, for example. It is therefore possible to extend a detectable
range in which the skin region can be detected while main-
taining accuracy of detection of the skin region.
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In addition, in the adjusting process, the amounts of irra-
diation light of the LED 21« and the LED 215 are decreased
to the minimum amount of irradiation light necessary to
detect the skin region. Itis therefore possible to save power by
reducing power necessary for the irradiation of the LED 21a
and the LED 215 while maintaining the accuracy of detection
of the skin region.

2. Examples of Modification

In the adjusting process of the present embodiment, the
controlling section 41 generates the luminance average value
of an outside light image on the basis of the histogram of the
outside light image from the camera 22, and adjusts the gain
of the camera 22 on the basis of the generated luminance
average value. However, a method of adjusting the gain of the
camera 22 is not limited to this.

Specifically, for example, as shown in FIG. 7, the control-
ling section 41 may adjust the gain of the camera 22 so that a
peak value (172 in this case) representing a luminance value
when the number of pixels is a maximum in a histogram
generated on the basis of an outside light image from the
camera 22 becomes equal to or lower than half of the maxi-
mum luminance value that can be obtained by the image
pickup of the camera 22.

Incidentally, when a luminance value of 255 is the peak
value in the case shown in FIG. 7, the controlling section 41
may calculate a peak value after excluding a part where the
luminance value is 255 (saturated), and adjust the gain of the
camera 22 on the basis of the calculated peak value.

In addition, for example, as shown in FIG. 8, the control-
ling section 41 can adjust the gain of the camera 22 so that a
luminance value determined on the basis of a pixel integration
count indicating the number of pixels obtained by sequential
integration (addition) starting with a pixel having a low lumi-
nance value becomes equal to or lower than half of the maxi-
mum luminance value that can be obtained by the image
pickup of the camera 22 in a histogram generated on the basis
of an outside light image from the camera 22.

Specifically, for example, the controlling section 41 can
adjust the gain of the camera 22 so that the luminance value
(202 in the present case) of a pixel integrated when the pixel
integration count is the number of pixels corresponding to
80% of a total number of pixels in the histogram becomes
equal to or lower than half of the maximum luminance value
that can be obtained by the image pickup of the camera 22.

In the present embodiment, the controlling section 41
adjusts the gain of the camera 22 on the basis of the histogram
of an outside light image. However, the controlling section 41
can be configured to adjust at least one of the gain of the
camera 22, receiving sensitivity, exposure (light reception)
time and the like.

In addition, in the present embodiment, the binarizing sec-
tion 43 binarizes the difference image 63 from the calculating
section 42 as it is. However, the difference image 63 can be
binarized after pixel values of pixels forming the difference
image 63 are each normalized (divided) by the luminance
value of a corresponding pixel of pixels forming the first
pickup image 61. Incidentally, the binarizing section 43 may
binarize the difference image 63 after normalizing the differ-
ence image 63 using the second pickup image 62 in place of
the first pickup image 61.

In the present embodiment, the first wavelength of light
emitted by the LED 21a is set at 870 [nm], and the second
wavelength of light emitted by the LED 215 is setat 950 [nm].
However, the combination of the wavelengths is not limited to
this.
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That is, the combination of the wavelengths may be any
combination as long as a difference value between the reflec-
tance at the first wavelength and the reflectance at the second
wavelength is sufficiently high as compared with a difference
value between reflectances obtained for things other than the
skin of a user.

Specifically, as is clear from FIG. 2, for example, the LED
21a can be configured to apply irradiation light of the wave-
length A1 less than 930 [nm], and the LED 215 can be con-
figured to apply irradiation light of the wavelength A2 equal to
or more than 930 [nm], as in not only the combination of 870
[nm] and 950 [nm] but also a combination of 800 [nm] and
950 [nm], a combination of 870 [nm] and 1000 [nm], a com-
bination of 800 [nm] and 1000 [nm], or the like.

In addition, in the present embodiment, the light emitting
device 21 makes the LED 21a and the LED 215 emit light
separately from each other. However, the first pickup image
and the second pickup image can be obtained by making the
LED 21a and the LED 215 emit light simultaneously.

Specifically, for example, in place of the camera 22, two
cameras having similar functions to those of the camera 22
are provided in proximity to each other. A filter passing only
light of the first wavelength is provided to a front surface of
one of the two cameras, and a filter passing only light of the
second wavelength is provided to a front surface of the other
camera.

In this case, even when the LED 21a and the LED 215 are
made to emit light simultaneously, only the light of the first
wavelength enters the one camera. Therefore the first pickup
image can be obtained in the one camera. In addition, only the
light of the second wavelength enters the other camera.
Therefore the second pickup image can be obtained in the
other camera.

In the present embodiment, description has been made
supposing that the number of LEDs 214 and the number of
LEDs 215 are each two. However, the numbers of such LEDs
are not limited to this.

In the present embodiment, description has been made of
the information processing system 1. The information pro-
cessing system 1 can be incorporated into an electronic device
such for example as a personal computer, and the personal
computer can perform a process based on a gesture or the like
corresponding to a skin region detected by the information
processing system 1.

The series of processes described above can be carried out
not only by dedicated hardware but also by software. When
the series of processes is to be carried out by software, a
program constituting the software is installed from a record-
ing medium onto a so-called embedded computer or for
example a general-purpose personal computer enabled to
perform various functions by installing various programs
onto the personal computer.

Example of Configuration of Computer

Next, FIG. 9 shows an example of configuration of a per-
sonal computer that performs the series of processes
described above by a program.

A CPU (Central Processing Unit) 201 performs various
processes according to a program stored in a ROM (Read
Only Memory) 202 or a storage section 208. A RAM (Ran-
dom Access Memory) 203 stores the program being executed
by the CPU 201, data, and the like as appropriate. The CPU
201, the ROM 202, and the RAM 203 are interconnected via
a bus 204.

The CPU 201 is also connected with an input-output inter-
face 205 via the bus 204. The input-output interface 205 is
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connected with an input section 206 including a keyboard, a
mouse, a microphone and the like and an output section 207
including a display, a speaker, and the like. The CPU 201
performs various processes in response to a command input
from the input section 206. The CPU 201 then outputs results
of the processes to the output section 207.

The storage section 208 connected to the input-output
interface 205 is formed by a hard disk, for example. The
storage section 208 stores the program executed by the CPU
201 and various data. A communicating section 209 commu-
nicates with an external device via a network such as the
Internet, a local area network, and the like.

In addition, the program may be obtained via the commu-
nicating section 209, and stored in the storage section 208.

When removable media 211 such as a magnetic disk, an
optical disk, a magneto-optical disk, a semiconductor
memory and the like are loaded into a drive 210 connected to
the input-output interface 205, the drive 210 drives the remov-
able media to obtain programs, data and the like stored on the
removable media. The obtained programs and the obtained
data are transferred to the storage section 208 and stored in the
storage section 208 as demanded.

As shown in FIG. 9, for example, the recording medium on
which the program installed on the computer and set in a state
of being executable by the computer is recorded (stored) is
formed by the removable media 211 as packaged media
including a magnetic disk (including a flexible disk), an opti-
cal disk (including CD-ROM (Compact Disc-Read Only
Memory) and DVD (Digital Versatile Disc)), a magneto-
optical disk (including MD (Mini-Disc)), a semiconductor
memory and the like, or formed by the ROM 202, the hard
disk forming the storage section 208, or the like where the
program is stored temporarily or permanently. The program is
recorded onto the recording medium as required using a wire
or wireless communication medium such as a local area net-
work, the Internet, digital satellite broadcasting or the like via
the communicating section 209 as an interface such as a
router, a modem or the like.

It is to be noted that in the present specification, the steps
describing the series of processes described above include not
only processes carried out in time series in the described order
but also processes carried out in parallel or individually and
not necessarily in time series.

In addition, in the present specification, a system refers to
an apparatus as a whole formed by a plurality of devices.

It should be understood that various changes and modifi-
cations to the presently preferred embodiments described
herein will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Such
changes and modifications can be made without departing
from the spirit and scope and without diminishing its intended
advantages. It is therefore intended that such changes and
modifications be covered by the appended claims.

The application is claimed as follows:

1. An image processing device for detecting a skin region
representing a skin of a subject from a pickup image obtained
by imaging the subject, the image processing device compris-
ing:

a first irradiating device configured to irradiate the subject

with light of a first wavelength;

a second irradiating device configured to irradiate the sub-
jectwith light of a second wavelength difterent from the
first wavelength;

an image pickup section configured to:
capture a first pickup image obtained by imaging the

subject when the subject is irradiated with light of the
first wavelength, and
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capture a second pickup image obtained by imaging the
subject when the subject is irradiated with light of the
second wavelength;

a calculating section configured to determine a difference
image by determining a difference between luminance
values of corresponding pixels of the first pickup image
and the second pickup image;

an adjusting section configured to adjust the intensity of
irradiation light of the first wavelength from the first
irradiating means for the first pickup image and adjust
the intensity of irradiation light of the second wave-
length from the second irradiating means for the second
pickup image so that pixel values of a skin region in the
difference image are at least greater than a skin detection
enabling value; and

a skin detecting section configured to detect the skin region
in at least one of the first pickup image and the second
pickup image on a basis of the adjusted first pickup
image and the adjusted second pickup image.

2. The image processing device according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a binarizing section configured to binarize
the difference image such that the skin detecting section
detects the skin region based on the binarized difference
image.

3. The image processing device according to claim 2,
wherein the skin detecting section is configured to indicate
the skin region cannot be detected when pixel values of pixels
forming the binarized difference image are less than the skin
detection enabling value.

4. The image processing device according to claim 3,
wherein the adjusting section is configured to increase a gain
of'image pickup section responsive to the skin detecting sec-
tion being unable to detect the skin region.

5. The image processing device according to claim 3,
wherein the adjusting section is configured to increase the
intensity of irradiation light of the first wavelength from the
first irradiating means for the first pickup image and increase
the intensity of irradiation light of the second wavelength
from the second irradiating means for the second pickup
image responsive to the skin detecting section being unable to
detect the skin region.

6. The image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein the adjusting section is configured to decrease the
intensity of irradiation light of the first wavelength from the
first irradiating means for the first pickup image and decrease
the intensity of irradiation light of the second wavelength
from the second irradiating means for the second pickup
image so that pixel values of the skin region in the difference
image are substantially equal to the skin detection enabling
value responsive to the skin detecting section determining
that the pixel values of the skin re ion in the difference image
are substantially greater than the skin detection enabling
value.

7. The image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein the skin detection enabling value corresponds to a
minimum amount of irradiation light needed for the detecting
section to detect the skin region.

8. The image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein the image pickup section configured to capture an
outside light image and the adjusting section adjusts a gain of
the image pickup section on a basis of an average value of
luminance values of pixels forming the outside light image
before capturing the first and second pickup images.

9. The image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein the first wavelength is between 800 and 900 nanom-
eters and the second wavelength is between 900 and 1000
nanometers.
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10. An image processing method of an image processing
device for detecting a skin region representing a skin of a
subject from a pickup image obtained by imaging the subject,
the image processing device including first irradiating means,
second irradiating means, image pickup means, calculating
means, adjusting means, and skin detecting means, the image
processing method comprising:

irradiating, via the first irradiating means, the subject with

light of a first wavelength;

irradiating, via the second irradiating means, the subject

with light of a second wavelength different from the first
wavelength;

capturing, via the image pickup means, a first pickup image

obtained by imaging the subject when the subject is
irradiated with light of the first wavelength;
capturing, via the image pickup means, a second pickup
image obtained by imaging the subject when the subject
is irradiated with light of the second wavelength;

determining, via the calculating means, a difference image
by determining a difference between luminance values
of corresponding pixels of the first pickup image and the
second pickup image;

adjusting, via the adjusting means, the intensity of irradia-

tion light of the first wavelength from the first irradiating
means for the first pickup image and adjusting the inten-
sity of irradiation light of the second wavelength from
the second irradiating means for the second pickup
image so that pixel values of a skin region in a difference
image are at least greater than a skin detection enabling
value; and

detecting, via the skin detecting means, the skin region in

the first pickup image on a basis of the adjusted first
pickup image and the adjusted second pickup image.

11. The method according to claim 10, further comprising:

capturing, via the image pickup means, an outside light

image prior to the first and second irradiating means
irradiating the subject;

determining, via the adjusting means, an average value of

luminance values of pixels forming the outside light
image; and

adjusting, via the adjusting means, a gain of the image

pickup means so that average value of luminance is
equal to or lower than half a maximum luminance value
of the image processing device.

12. The method according to claim 11, responsive to deter-
mining that the skin region cannot be detected:

increasing, via the adjusting means, the gain of the image

pickup means responsive to determining that the previ-
ously adjusted gain is not a maximum gain;

capturing, via the image pickup means, a second instance

of'the first pickup image obtained by imaging the subject
when the subject is irradiated with light of the first wave-
length; and

capturing, via the image pickup means, a second instance

of the second pickup image obtained by imaging the
subject when the subject is irradiated with light of the
second wavelength.

13. The method according to claim 12, responsive to deter-
mining that the skin region cannot be detected and the gain is
the maximum gain:

increasing, via the adjusting means, the intensity of irra-

diation light of the first wavelength from the first irradi-
ating means for the first pickup image;

increasing, via the adjusting means, the intensity of irra-

diation light of the second wavelength from the second
irradiating means for the second pickup image;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

capturing, via the image pickup means, a second instance
of'the first pickup image obtained by imaging the subject
when the subject is irradiated with light of the first wave-
length; and

capturing, via the image pickup means, a second instance

of the second pickup image obtained by imaging the
subject when the subject is irradiated with light of the
second wavelength.

14. The method according to claim 10, further comprising:

determining, via the skin detecting means, that the pixel

values of the skin region in the difference image are
substantially greater than the skin detection enabling
value; and

decreasing, via the adjusting means, the intensity of irra-

diation light of the first wavelength from the first irradi-
ating means for a second instance of the first pickup
image and decreasing the intensity of irradiation light of
the second wavelength from the second irradiating
means for a second instance of the second pickup image
so that pixel values of the skin region in the difference
image are substantially equal to the skin detection
enabling value.

15. The method according to claim 10, further comprising:

smoothing, via the adjusting means, the first and the second

pickup images using a low pass filter before the calcu-

lating means determines the difference image; and

detecting, via the skin detecting means, the skin region by:

setting pixel values of the difference image that are at
least equal to or greater than the skin detection
enabling value to a value of one,

setting pixel values of the difference image that are less
than the skin detection enabling value to a value of
zero, and

determining at least a certain number of pixels in a
region have a value of one.

16. A machine-accessible device having instructions stored
thereon that are configured when executed to cause a machine
to at least:

irradiating a subject with light of a first wavelength;

recording a first pickup image obtained by imaging the

subject when the subject is irradiated with light of the
first wavelength;

irradiating the subject with light of a second wavelength

different from the first wavelength;

recording a second pickup image obtained by imaging the

subject when the subject is irradiated with light of the
second wavelength;
determining a difference image by determining a differ-
ence between luminance values of corresponding pixels
of the first pickup image and the second pickup image;

adjusting the intensity of irradiation light of the first wave-
length for the first pickup image and adjusting the inten-
sity of irradiation light of the second wavelength for the
second pickup image so that pixel values of a skin region
in the difference image are substantially equal to a skin
detection enabling value; and

detecting the skin region on a basis of the adjusted first

pickup image and the adjusted second pickup image.

17. The machine-accessible device of claim 16, further
comprising instructions stored thereon that are configured
when executed to cause a machine to at least:

determine a difference image by determining a difference

between luminance values of corresponding pixels of
the first pickup image and the second pickup image; and
detect the skin region in at least one of the first pickup
image and the second pickup image based on pixel val-
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ues of the difference image being substantially equal or
greater than the skin detection enabling value.

18. The machine-accessible device of claim 16, wherein
the skin detection enabling value corresponds to a minimum
amount of irradiation light needed for the detecting section to
detect the skin region.

19. The machine-accessible device of claim 16, further
comprising:

irradiating the subject concurrently with light of the first

wavelength and the second wavelength;

applying a first filter passing light of the first wavelength to

record the first pickup image; and

applying a second filter passing light of the first wavelength

to record the second pickup image.
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